
New WTU chapter banquet slated
Staff Report

The newly-formed 

Mississippi Delta Chapter 

of  Whitetails Unlimited 

will have its first annual 

banquet at the Batesville 

Civic Center on Saturday, 

Sept. 28. Social hour 

begins at 5:30 p.m. and 

dinner will be served at 

7 p.m., catered by Taylor 

Grocery of  Oxford.

The goal of  the new 

chapter is forming rela-

tionships between hunters 

in the counties of  Panola, 

Lafayette, Quitman, 

Yalobusha, Tallahatchie, 

Coahoma, and Tunica to 

promote better Whitetail 

deer hunting in the region.

Funds raised at the ban-

quet will be used for nation-

al projects Whitetails 

Unlimited sponsors and 

for local projects that club 

members will undertake 

beginning this fall. This 

will include donations for 

youth hunting and oppor-

tunities for area children 

to experience deer hunt-

ing with volunteers.

Several guns will be 

auctioned, along with 

prints, coolers, outdoor 

equipment, jewelry, pot-

tery, and a host of  other 

items. There will be raf-

fles and door prizes with 

everyone given a chance 

to win. A special draw-

ing for a lifetime hunting 

license open to children 

12 years and under will be 

one of  the banquet high-

lights.

Organizers moved the 

event to the Civic Center 

when hundreds of  tickets 

were sold quickly, indi-

cating serious interest 

in Whitetails Unlimited 

in Panola, Lafayette 

and surrounding areas. 

Nationally, the WTU is 

involved in extensive 

woodlands conservation 

efforts as well as herd 

management and hunter’s 

rights issues.

Tickers are $35 for sin-

gles, and $60 for couples. 

Children 15 and under 

are $10. Included with 

every ticket purchase is a 

membership in Whitetails 

Unlimited. The organiza-

tion is non-profit and all 

donations are tax deduct-

ible.  Call 934-0459, 934-

4441, or 832-8804 for more 

information about tickets 

or to become a sponsor for 

the event.

Como wants mobile homes removed
By MYRA BEAN

Town of  Como board 

members are serious about 

making Como a more 

attractive area for tourism 

and the residents. 

A couple of  sets of  

mobile homes have gotten 

city and county officials 

riled.

The mobile homes are 

owned by Jerry Cummins, 

formerly of  Bayside 

Homes. Cummins did not 

return phone calls or texts. 

He bought the Jimmie 

Jones trailer park and 

plans to put the mobile 

homes there, but they need 

to be fixed up. 

Until then, they were 

parked near the Interstate 

in Como. Since then, some 

are on the property on 

Highway 51 North, Como 

and some on property off  

Highway 310, Como.

The issue has come 

before the Panola County 

Land Development 

Commission and the Town 

of Como Board. Town attor-

ney Ravonda Griffin has 

contacted the Mississippi 

Attorney General’s office 

with questions of  what can 

the town legally do to move 

the trailers.

Griffin reported back 

the question is about treat-

ment of  personal proper-

ty. Griffin also raised the 

question of  where would 

the city store the mobile 

homes if  they were towed. 

Chad Meek of  the 

Panola County Land 

Development Commission 

said he has spoken to 

Cummins numerous times 

and Cummins keep assur-

ing him he is looking for 

a place to put the mobile 

homes.

Meek said Cummins has 

not been given a deadline 

in which to find a place to 

house to the trailers until 

they are not longer an eye-

sore. The Panola County 

Board of  Supervisors are 

getting calls from constit-

uents and want something 

done, according to Meek.

Meek said he is pretty 

sure the county can have 

the mobile homes moved.

“We are trying to just 

work with him and give 

him an opportunity to 

move them but I am sure 

that the county wants to 

can have them move,” 

Meek said.

The Board of  

Supervisors have also 

asked board attorney 

Gaines Baker to take a 

look at the situation and 

report back to them, Meek 

said.

Como board approves budget, discusses condition of library
By MYRA BEAN

The Town of  Como 

held its annual budget 

hearing, followed by a 

regular Mayor and Board 

of  Aldermen meeting 

Tuesday, Sept. 4.

The board was present-

ed the proposed budget 

by Lygunnah Bean, town 

treasurer. For 2019-20 

the proposed budget is 

$1,154,400.

The budget revenue 

includes $170,000 in prop-

erty ad valorem taxes; 

$50,0000 in motor vehicle 

tax; $190,000 in sales tax, 

$70,000 in tourism and 

$500,000 in grant income.

Total water revenue is 

$463,000 and total water 

expenses are $462,600.

Administrative sal-

aries and expenses 

are $850,900. Police 

Department expenses are 

$331,300.

The board later 

approved the budget at 

a Sept. 12 regular board 

meeting.

After the hearing, a 

board meeting was held. 

Aaron XX, fire chief, 

reported there were 

four medical calls, three 

motor vehicle crashes, 

two false alarms and one 

call cancelled in route.

The board discussed 

the state of  the Emily 

Pointer Library. The gut-

ters are full of  leaves and 

trees are drooping over 

the new roof, aldermen 

heard. The outside of  

the building also needs 

pressure washing due 

to mold. Head Librarian 

Amy Henderson said 

she could get the gutters 

cleaned and the trees 

trimmed. The city will 

complete  the rest.

The board approved 

the claims docket of  

$24,497.43 for August 

bills.

Pope chooses 
project contractor

By MYRA BEAN

Engineer Chad Wages 

said Brocato Construction 

was the recipient of  the 

major sewer project con-

tract with the lowest bid 

of  $1,324,000.02. There 

were six bids received 

with the highest being 

$1,533,830 Wednesday, 

Aug. 28, before the regu-

lar board meeting.

The sewer project will 

be done in conjunction 

with the bridge replace-

ments going into Pope 

City limits on Highway 

51. A new road will be 

built alongside the exist-

ing road on the west side 

of  the highway. Upon 

completion of  the new 

road and bridges, the old 

road will be closed and 

out of  use.

The board approved 

acceptance of  the con-

tract upon approval of  

MDOT and also autho-

rized the Mayor to sign 

the contracts outside of  

board meetings.

The Town of  Pope 

Board looked at its pro-

posed budget for the 2020 

fiscal year.

Under the budget of  

estimated revenues and 

expenditures for the gen-

eral fun, the budget is 

$140,056 which is less than 

2019’s budget of  $141,543.

The sewer fund is 

$1,096,885 which includes 

the $1,000,000 MDOT 

Bridge Deposit.

In other board news, 

Nelda Ballard appeared 

before the board because 

her septic tank top fell in. 

She wanted to know who 

was responsible. She was 

told that she was respon-

sible.

Jerry Cranford signed 

a contract for the Fire 

Department with the 

Town of Pope. The con-

tents of  the contract were 

to provide services inside 

the city.

The town paid bills 

totaling $3,501.

The board discussed 

adding the renovations 

of  the town hall facial 

boards to the budget.  One 

bid was $4475 and $5,000 

for shingles. A second bid 

was $4,550 for architectur-

al shingles and $6,555 to 

treating the facial boards.

The board voted to keep 

the millage rate of .14.

The board met Monday, 

Sept. 9, at 6 p.m. to adopt 

the budget.
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Tigers, Cougars, and Green 
Wave carry perfect records into 
weekend. See Page A11.

Rotary Club students of the 
month receive certificates. 
See Page A5.
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Thought
I’ve read the last page of the Bible. It’s 
all going to turn out all right.

- Billy Graham

SP schools show 
more improvement

By JEREMY WELDON

South Panola School 
District Superintendent 
Tim Wilder was expect-
ed to give the Board of 
Trustees a full report of the 
accountability results the 
Mississippi Department 
of Education provides the 
Commission on School 
Accountability for assign-
ing letter grades to each of 
the state’s school districts 
and the individual schools 
that make them up.

South Panola schools 
continued to show 
improvement this year, 
especially at Batesville 
Elementary and Batesville 
Intermediate  - both of 
which were given A grade 
status by the commission. 

Wilder and the school 
board were scheduled 
to meet Thursday night  
after press deadline, but 
test results released earli-
er in the  week shows that 
Batesville schools, includ-
ing Pope School, are all 
A or B schools and South 
Panola is an overall B 
district. Pope Elementary 
received a B score.

The Dept. of Education 
board members were 
expected to approve the 
results at a Monday after-
noon meeting in Jackson. 

The improvement of the 
local schools, and the 
district’s overall B score, 
puts Batesville among the 
top 25 percent of districts 
with comparable size in 
the state.

Civic leaders praised 
the efforts of teachers 
and administrators 
when word of the high-
er accountability scores 
were released Tuesday. 
The school district erect-
ed signs at BES and BIS in 
recognition of the achieve-
ment.

North Panola School 
District did not improve 
enough for a higher letter 
grade and will remain a 
C rated school until next 
year.  Both Como Primary 
School and  Greenhill 
Intermediate School  
(Sardis) received grades of 
F. Crenshaw Elementary 
(now closed) had a grade 
of C, and North Panola 
High School was assigned 
a C.

In surrounding coun-
ties, Oxford is an A, 
Lafayette is an A, Grenada 
is a B, Tate is a C, Quitman 
County is a C, Water 
Valley is a D, East and 
West Tallahatchie are F 
schools, as are Clarksdale 
and Coahoma County 
schools. 

Crenshaw cracks down on storage buildings 
By MYRA BEAN

The Crenshaw Board 
looked at a list of permits 
for storage buildings in 
the city at its regular 
monthly board meeting, 
Monday, Sept. 9.

Citizens have been set-
ting up various storage 
buildings in the city lim-
its and treating them as 
commercial properties.

Mayor Oscar Barlow 
and the board wants 
everyone who wants to 
put up a storage building 
to come before the board 
and learn what they can 
do with the buildings. The 
residential property is 
not zoned for commercial.

The board would not 
approve any of the permits 
because none of the own-
ers appeared before the 

board. City Clerk Tiara 
King is to send letters to 
each of the homeowners to 
appear before the board.

The board approved the 
2020 budget for $732,000. 
They also voted to raise 
the millage rate half of a 
mill and raise the water 
rate a nickel for every gal-
lon over 3,000 per month.

A citizen asked what 
was going to be done to 

the property behind his 
mother’s house in town. 
He wanted to buy a mobile 
home and put it on the 
property and rent it out.

He was told by the 
Mayor that the town was 
given property next to it 
to build a walking trail. 
The first time the city 
was turned down, but 
they have reapplied for 
the grant.

MYRA BEAN

These old mobile homes are 
stored on property north of 
Como on Hwy. 51. Residents 
are complaining about the 
eyesore of the structures. 
These are just a few feet off 
the highway in an open field.  

Key to the City for Spears

CONTRIBUTED

Effie Lena Mitchell Spears celebrated her 103rd birthday with a 
party on Saturday, Sept 14. She had a big community celebration 
at Batesville’s Downtown Square where she received a key to the 
city from Mayor Jerry Autrey. Proclamations from the Mississippi 
State Senate signed by Lt. Governor Tate Reeves and Senator 
Robert Jackson, and from the City of Batesville were read to the 
crowd of family and friends gathered for the occasion. Despite the 
sweltering heat, Mrs. Spears enjoyed the festivities and special 
attention. She lives on Armstrong Street and still looks after her 
flower beds regularly. Mrs. Spears has a few outings each month, 
including worship services on Sundays. 


